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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

SIR: 

Applicants petition for a three-month extension of time for responding to the Office 
Action dated August 30, 2005, wherein the petition fee can be charged to Deposit Account No. 
1 1-0600. In response to the Office Action, applicants request that the application be amended as 
shown below. 

Claim Amendments begin on page 2. 

Remarks begin on page 8. 


1 


WO 2000/06573 does not disclose crystalline famciclovir form I or II. The Office Action 
asserts that WO 2000/06573 discloses triturating famciclovir with diethyl ether in Synthesis 
Example 1 1 . However, Synthesis Example 1 1 of WO 2000/06573 merely discloses that a white 
powder was isolated after the elaboration, with diethyl ether, of a mixture containing crude 
anhydrous famciclovir (page 16, lines 7-9; emphasis added). WO 2000/06573 does not disclose 
trituration of anhydrous famciclovir with diethyl ether because elaboration does not mean 
trituration. WO 2000/06573 does not anticipate claim 18 because WO 2000/06573 does not 
disclose triturating anhydrous famciclovir in diethyl ether, isopropanol or acetonitrile. Following 
the process in WO 2000/06573 would not necessarily result in crystalline famciclovir form I 
containing less than 5% of another form of crystalline famciclovir, or crystalline famciclovir 
form II containing less than 5% of another form of crystalline famciclovir. Withdrawal of the 
anticipatory rejection of claims 1-10, 18, 19 and 31 over WO 2000/06573 is requested. 

Page 3 of the Office Action indicates that Brand et al, Tetrahedron (1999) 55: 5239-5252, 
used aqueous acetone to crystallize famciclovir (page 525 1, line 1). But page 2 of the Office 
Action does not reject any claims over Brand et al. Applicants request that the next Office 
Action explains which claim, if any, is rejected over Brand et al, so that applicants can respond. 

Page 4 of the Office Action comments that, concerning claims 37-43, the crystalline form 
will dissolve if the excipient is water. Applicants note that claims 37-43 have been amended to 
direct to solid pharmaceutical compositions. Thus, the form of the compositions as claimed are 
not dissolved in water. Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 37-43 is requested. 

In the event that the filing of this paper is deemed not timely, applicants petition for an 
appropriate extension of time. The petition fee and any other fees that may be required in 
relation to this paper can be charged to Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600 referencing Attorney 
Docket No. 01662/60903. 
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